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CITY OF BOSTON. 



In Board of Aldermen, June 19, 1882. 
Ordered, That the Committee on Printing be requested to cause the 
preparation of an account of the celebration of the fortieth anniversary 

of the election of Washington P. Gregg as Clerk of the Common 

« 

Council ; and to have one thousand copies of the same printed as a City 
Document; the expense, not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars, 
to be charged to the appropriation for Printing* 
Passed. Sent down for concurrence. 
June 22, came up concurred. 
Approved by the Mayor, June 24, 1882. 
A true copy. 

Attest; S. F. McCLEARY,^ 

City Clerk. 



PRELIMINARY PROCEEDINGS. 



An infonnal meeting of members of the Common Council 
of 1882 was held in the President's room on Tuesday even- 
ing, April 4th. The President informed the members that 
the object was to give Mr. Gregg a proper testimonial. 

President Charles E. Pratt was chosen Chairman, and 
Councilman Henry W. B. Cotton, Secretary. 

On motion of Councilman Albeit F. Lauten, it was voted 
that a complimentary dinner be tendered Mr. Gregg, and 
members of past Common Councils be invited to par- 
ticipate. 

A committee of live was a^Tpointed to make arrangements, 
with power to add to their number from members of past 
Councils ; and Chaim\an Pratt was made Chairman of the 
committee, with associates nominated by members as fol- 
lows : Councilmen Henry Parkman, Thomas H. Devlin, 
Prentiss Cummings, Nathan G. Smith, and Albert F. 
Lauten. City Messenger Alvah H. Peters was added to 
the committee. 

A meeting of this committee was held at City Hall, April 
12th. It was voted that Mr. Cummings be requested to act 
as Secretary, and Mr. Parkman as Treasurer; that the 
dinner be given on June 7th ; and that the Secretary be re- 
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quested to invite all the Presidents now living to meet this 
committee on Wednesday, April 19th, at the President's 
room, at 2 o'clock P.M. 

At the meeting of April 19th, several past Presidents of 
the Council met with the committee, and concurred with 
enthusiasm in the proposed arrangements. The same com- 
mittee previously appointed was constituted the Executive 
Committee, and a Committee of Arrangements was organ- 
ized as indicated in the following circular, which was issued 
to the members of the present and past Common Councils 
of Boston, with results as manifested in the succeeding 
pages : — 

CITY OF BOSTON. 



City Hall, May 6, 1882. 

Dear Sir, — You are cordially invited to take part in a dinner to be 
given by past and present members of the Common Council of Boston 
to Washington P. Gregg, who is now serving his fortieth year as 
Clerk of that body. This dinner will take place on the evening of the 
7th of June next ; but the place cannot be definitely determined until it 
is known how many are likely to be present. There is reason to be- 
lieve the attendance will be large, and that the occasion will be one of 
much interest. 

Please answer before May 20th, instant, addressing your reply to 

Alvah II. Peters, City Hall, Boston, Mass. If you accept, you will 

receive due notice of the hour and place of the dinner, and where 

tickets thereto can be obtained. The price of tickets will be three 

dollars. 

Respectfully yours, 

JOSIAH QUINCY, President Com. Council, 1834-5-6 

PELEG W. CHANDLER, ** - - 1844-5 
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FRANCIS BRINLEY, President Com. CouncU, 1850-1 


HENRY J. GARDNER, 


1852-3 


AI.EXANDER H. RICE, 


1854 


JOSEPH STORY, 


•* 1855 and 1866 


OLIVER STEVENS, 


1856-7 


J. PUTNAM BRAOLEE, 


1859-60 


JOSEPH H. BRADLEY, 


1861 


JOSHUA D. BALL, 


1862 


GEORGE S. HALE, 


1863-4 


WILLIAM B. FOWLE, 


1865 


WESTON LEWIS, 


1867 


CHARLES H. ALLEN, 


1868 


WILLIAM G. HARRIS, 


1869 


MELVILLE E. INGALLS, 


1870 


MATTHIAS RICH, 


1871 


MARQUIS F. DICKINSON, Jr. - 


1872 


EDWARD 0. SHEPARD, 


1873-4 


HALSEY J. BOARiDMAN, 


1875 


J. Q. A. BRACKETT, 


1876 


WILLIAM H. WIIITMORE, 


1879 


HARVEY N. SHEPARD, 


1880 


ANDREW J. BAILEY, 


1881 


• 

/CHARLES E. PRATT, 


1882 


1 1 PRENTISS CUMMINGS, 




1 \tH0MAS H. DEVLIN, 




'^ /ALBERT F. LAUTEN, 


• 


1 JHENRY PARKIVIAN, 




1 [NATHAN G. SMITH, 




\ALVAH H. PETERS, 





Committee of Arrangements. 

According to arrangements, the Banquet took place on the 
evening of Wednesday, June 7th, at the Hotel Vendome, 
President Pratt, of the Council of 1882, presiding. 
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Following are lists of the Presidents and Members of the 
Common Council of Boston who participated in the Banquet, 
with the dates of their terms and membership : — 

PRESIDENTS. 

JosiAH QuiNCY, 1834, '36, '30. 

Peleg W. CnANDLp:R, 1844, '45. 

Alexander H. Rice, 1854. 

Joseph Story, 1855, '66. 

J. PuTNXM Bradlee, 1859, '60. 

Joshua D. Ball, 1862. 

George S. Hale, 1863, '64. 

Charles H; Allen, 1868. 

William G. Harris, 1869. 

Matthias Rich, 1871. 

Marquis F. Dickinson, Jr., 1872. 

Edward O. Shepard, 1873, '74. 

J. Q. A. Brackett, 1876. 

William H. Whitmore, 1879. 

Harvey N. Shepard, 1880. 

Andrew J. Bailey, 1881. 

Charles E. Pratt, 1881 (from Oct. 27), '82. 

MEMBERS. 

Andrew Abbott, 1852, '53. 

Paul Adams, 1852, '53. 

Charles H. Allen, 1867, '68. 

Ebenezer Adams, 1873, '74. 

Benjamin F. Anthony, 1879, '80. 

J. Putnam Bradlee, 1848, '49, '50, '58, '59, '60. 

Aaron H. Bean, 1850, '51, '52. 

Andrew J. Bailey, 1880, '81. 

Edward H. Brainard, 1854, '55. 

Lucius A. Bigelow, 1856. 
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Joseph L. Bates, 1858, *59. 

William C. Burgess, 1859, »60, '65, 74, 75, 76. 

Samuel A. B. Bragg, 1860. 

John C. J. Brown, 1861. 

Joshua D. Ball, 1861, '62. 

Richard Beeching, 1862, '63, '76, 77. 

William E. Bicknell, 1862, '63, '64, '70, '71, '72, '73. 

John T. Bradlee, 1863, '64. 

Lewis J. Bird, 1863. 

Cadis B. Boyce, 1864, '65. 

Jarvis D. Braman, 1865, *66. 

Horace L. Bowker, 1865. 

Robert Bishop, 1868, '70. 

Grenville T. W. Braman, 1869. 

Joseph H. Barnes, 1870, '71. 

Thomas W. Brown, Jr., 1870, '71. 

Thomas Brennan, 1871, '72, '73. 

Wilmon W. Blackmar, 1872, '73. 

Herman D. Bradt, 1870, 71, '72. 

George L. Burt, 1870, '71, 72, '73.' 

William F. Brooks, 1870, '71, '72. 

Charles A. Burditt, 1872, '73, '74, '75. 

J. Q. A. Brackett, 1873, '74, '75, '76. 

Frederick Bleiler, 1873, '74. 

Thomas C. Butler, 1874. 

Edward W. Barry, 1874. 

William J. Burke, 1876, '77, 78. 

William Blanchard, 1876, '77. 

Alfred S. Brown, 1877, '78, '79, '80, '81, '82. 

John E. Blakemore, 1879, '801 

David F. Barry, 1880, '81, '82. 

Nathaniel Brimbecom, 1880, '81, '82. 

Austin Bigelow, 1880, '81, '82. 

William E. Bartlett, 1881. 

Benjamin P. Bates, 1882. 

Horatio N. Crane, 1839, '40. 
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Peleo W. Chandler, 1843, '44, '45. 

Otis Clapp, 1844, '45, '46. 

Samuel D. Crane, 1849, '50, '51. 

John M. Clark, 1854. 

Linus M. Child, 1862. 

Moses Coleman, 1864. 

Charles Caverly, 1866, '67. 

II. Burr Crandall, 1867. 

MiLFORD J. Cole, 1869. 

Alfred A. Clatur, 1871, '72. 

Patrick Collins, 1872, '73. 

Asa H. Caton, 1872, '73, '74. 

Samuel S. Cudworth, 1873, *74. 

Uriel II. Crocker, 1874, '75, '76, '77, 78. 

Isaac P. Clarke, 1875, '76, '77. 

Michael W. Costello, 187U, '81. 

Charles F. Curtis, 1875, '76. 

Henry F. Coe, 1877, '78, '79, '80. 

George II. Cavanagh, 1879. 

Dudley K. Child, 1880, '81, '82. 

Joseph P. Connell, 1881, '82. 

Henry W. B. Cotton, 1881, '82. 

Prentiss Cummings, 1881, '82. 

Munroe Chickerin(j, 1882. 

George S. Dexter, 1855. 

Jacob A. Dresser, 1856, '67. 

John S. Damrell, 1867. 

Horace Dodd, 1861. 

Sylvan us A. Denio, 1861. 

Benjamin Dean, 1865, 'GO, '73, '74. 

Thomas Dinsmore, 1868, '69. 

George P. Denny, 1868, '69, '73, '74. 

Marquis F. Dickinson, Jr., 1871, '72. 

Timothy J. Dacey, 1872, '73. 

Hartford Davenport, 1872. 

Frederh'k B. Day, 1874, '75. 
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George L. Damon, 1875. 

John H. Dee, 1877. 

Thomas H. Devlin, 1878, 79, '80, '81, '82. 

Otis B. Dudley, 1879, '80, '81. 

John Doherty, 1879, '80. 

Otis D. Dana, 1881, '82. 

Patrick J. Donovan, 1882. 

James Devine, 1870, '71, '72, '79, '80. 

Rowland Ellis, 1838. 

Stephen L. Emery, 1871, '72. 

Otis Eddy, 1881, '82. 

Charles B. Farley, 1855. 

Ezra Farnsworth, 1856. 

Benjamin French, 1857, '58. 

Morris C. Fitch, 1861, '62, '63. 

Noah W. Farley, 1865, '66. 

William Frost, 1869, '70. 

Michael J. Flatley, 1873, '74. 

J. Augustus Felt, 1875, '76, '77. 

John W. Eraser, 1876, '77, '82. 

Abraham Firth, 1876. 

James G. Freeman, 1880, '81, '82. 

Jonas H. French, 1853, '55, '56. 

Martin T. Folan, 1880, '81. 

Frank F. Farwell, 1880, '81. 

John B. Fitzpatrick, 1880, '81, '82. 

William C. Fisk, 1881, '82. 

Edward P. Fisk, 1882. 

John D. W. French, 1882. 

William H. Frizzell, 1882, 

John Gardner, 1844, '46. 

William W. Greenough, 1847, '48, '49. 

Frederick Grant, 1861. 

HoLLis R. Gray, 1861, '68, '69, '70, '76. 

Thomas Gaffield, 1864, 

Thomas Gogin, 1864, '67. 
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Daniel G. Grafton, 1860, '07. 
George Going. 1809, 70. 
Albert Gay, 1809, 70. 
Isaac P. Gragg, 1871, 72, 70. 
John Goli>thwait, 1874, 75. 
Curtis Guild, 1875, 70. 
Malcolm S. Grbenouoii, 1879, '80, '81, '82. 
Jehhe M. Gove, 1881. 
Samuel Hatch, 1853, '54, '55, '50. 
Ezra Harlow, 1850. 
William G. Harris, 1855, '67, '08, '09. 
George S. Hale, 1857, *03, '04. 
Lyman S. IlArGOOi), 1800, '01. 
Andrew Hall, 1807, '09, '70. 
Henry 1). Hyde, 1800, '07. 
Samuel B. Hopkins, 1808, '09. 
William Hours, 1808, '09. 
^ Charles H. Hersey, 1871, '72. 

Benjamin Heath, 1872. 
William II. Hart, 1872. 
Andrew J. Hall, 1873. 
John- T. Hicks, 1874. 
Martin L. Ham, 1870, '77. 
Salmon P. Hibbard, 1877, '78. 
George W. Hollis, 1878, '80. 
Martin M. Hancock, 1879, '80. 
John T. Hayes, 1879. 
William H. Howard, 1879, '80. 
Thomas N. Hart, 1879, '80, '81. 
Eugene B. Hagar, 1880, '81. 
John P. Hilton, 1879, '80, '81, '82. 
Samuel J. Harrison, 1881, '82. 
George L. Huntress, 1881, '82. 
J. Frank Howland, 1882. 
Ezra C. Hutchins, 1839, '40, '41. 
Lewis Josselyn, 1835, '30, '37, '38. 
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Benjamin James, 1848, *49. • 

George S. Jones, 1854, *55. 

Justin Jones, 1869, '60, '61. 

John F. Jarvis, 1867. 

Thomas L. Jenks, 1868, '69. 

Stephen G. Jones, 1876. 

Daniel D. Kelly, 1853, '54, '59. 

Samuel B. Krogman, 1859. 

Matthew Keany, 1862, '63, '64, '68, '69. 

James M. Keith, 1868, '69. 

John Kelley, 1875, '76, '77. 

Paul H. Kendricken, 1878, '79, '80. 

John W. Leighton, 1861, '62, '63, '68, '69. 

George W. Learnard, 1855. 

WiNSLOw B. Lucas, 1869. 

George E. Learnard, 1869, '70. 

JoHN'H. Locke, 1871, '72, '79. 

Horace Loring, 1872. 

Emery D. Leighton, 1875. 

Omar Loring, 1875, '76. 

George H. Lovering, 1878, '79. 

Albert F. Lauten, 1878, '79, '80, '81, '82, 

Clarence P. Lovell, 1880, '81, '82. 

William Marble, 1855. 

William S. McGowan, 1858. 

Nathaniel McKay, 1864, '66, '67. 

John Miller, 1865, '66. 

L. Foster Morse, 1868. 

John S. Moulton, 1870, '71, '72. 

John B. Martin, 1872, '73, 74. 

John W. Mahan, 1873. 

Oscar B. Mowry, 1877, '78, '79. 

Thomas R. Mathews, 1881, '82. 

Arthur F. Means, 1881. 

Nahum M. Morrison, 1856, '57, '65, '66, '67, '75, 76, '81, *82. 

P. James Maguire, 1879, '80, '81, '82. 
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Peter Morrison, 1881, '82. 
Francis J. Murphy, 1881, '82. 
Godfrey Morse, 1882. 
James A. Murphy, 1882. 
Daniel McLaughlin, 1882. 
Charles Nowell, 1856. 
Increase E. Noyes, 1860, '07. 
George Nowell, 1800, '67. 
John F. Newton, 1875, '70. 
Jesse L. Nason, 1878, '79. 
Samuel P. Oliver, 1845, '40, '47. 
John Osborne, Jr., 1875, '70. 
Charles H. Parkp:r, 1840, '47, '48. 
Benjamin F. Palmer, 1857, '58. 
Timothy R. Page, 1858, '59, '61. 
Augustus Parker, 1808, '70, '75, '70. 
Jeremiah H. Pote, 1809. 
William Pope, 1870, '71. 
John O. Poor, 1809, '70. 
Albp]rt C. Pond, 1870, '71. 
Frederick Pease, 1871, '72, '73, '74. 
Washington L. Prescott, 1871, '72, '73. 
Charles E. Powers, 1873, '74. 
Francis W. Pray, 1874, '79, '80, '81. 
E. Pearl, 1870, '77, '78. 
Charles E. Pratt, 1877, '79, '80, '81, '82. 
Charles S. Perham, 1877, '78. 
Charles II. Plimpton, 1878, '79, '80. 
^ Henry Parkman, 1879, '80, '81, '82. 
Alfred N. Proctor, 1882. 

Freeborn F. Raymond, 1839, '40, '41, '48, '49, '50. 
Joel IIichard&, 1853, '50, '09. 
Alexander II. Rice, 1853, '54. 
Moses W. Richardson, 1804, '05, '00, '77, '78. 
Matthias Rich, 1800, '70, '71. 
Joseph T. Ryan, 1808, '09, '70, '71. 
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Giles H. Rich, 1869. 
Solomon S. Rowe, 1870, '71. 
Frederick S. Risteen, 1872, '73. 
Samuel H. Russell, 1874. 
George L. Ruffin, 1876, '77. 
James B. Richardson, 1877, '78. 
Charles H. Reed, lS77. 
Peter S. Roberts, 1877, '78. 
Isaac Rosnosky, 1878, '79, '81. 
Lucius Slade, 1858, '59. 
Alvan Simonds, 1847, '48. 
Joseph Story, 1855, *6G, '65, '66. 
James M. Stevens, 1856, '57. 
L. Miles Standish, 1856, '58, '59. 
Sidney A. Stetson, 1857, '60. 
George T. Sampson, 1860, '61. 
George P. Sanger, 1860. 
George O. Shattuck, 1862. 
Franklin H. Sprague, 1862, '68. 
Solomon B. Stebbins, 1864, '65. 
William J. Smith, 1870, '71. 
Joel Seaverns, 1870. 
James Smith, 1871, '72. 
Zenas E. Smith, 1874, '75. 
Edward O. Shepard, 1872, '73, '74. 
John Sweetser, 1874, '75, '76. 
Edwin Sibley, 1874, '75, '76, '77. 
Benjamin F. Stacey, 1875. 
George F. Shepard, 1876, '77. 
John A. Smardon, 1876, '77. 
Christopher J. Spenceley, 1876, '77, '78. 
Harvey N. Shepard, 1878, '79, '80. 
John J. Smith, 1878. 
Nathan Sawyer, 1878, '79, '80. 
Henry N. Sawyer, 18^8, '79, '80. 
Henry W. Swift, 1879, '80. 
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Albert T. Stearns, 1879. 

Nathan G. Smith, 1881, *82. 

Reuben S. Swan, 1881. 

Felix A. Strange, 1882. 

George W. Tuxbury, 1857, *58. 

Charles R. Train, 1867, '68. 

Horace G. Tucker, 1868, '69, 70. 

William Taylor, 1870, 71, 76. 

Ezra J. Trull, 1875,. 76. 

William Tuttle, 1876. 

Benjamin H. Ticknor, 1876. 

George L. Thorndike, 1877, 78. 

Robert M. Thompson, 1877, 78. * 

Lewis R. Tucker, 1880. 

Frederick B. Taylor. 1882. 

James H. Upham, 1873, 77. 

Edmund B. Vannevar, 1869, 70, 71. 

Alden E. Viles, 1880, '81. 

Enoch H. Wakefield, 1842, '43. 

Clement Willis, 1843, '44, '45, '46, '65. 

« 

Barnet F. Warne&, 1856, '57. 

Alexander Wadsworth, 1858, '60, '63, '64, '65, ^66, '68, '69. 

Levi L. Willcutt, 1859, '74, '76, '76. 

William E. Webster, 1860. 

William W. Warren, 1863, '64, '65. 

Charles Woodbury, 1863, '64. 

William Woolley, 1867, '68, '69, '70. 

Henry W. Wilson, 1867, '68, 75. 

Solomon A. Woods, 1869, '70, '71. 

David L. Webster, 1871, '72. 

James D. K. Willis, 1871. 

David -Whiston, 1872, '73, '74. 

Edward P. Wilbur, 1872, '73, '74. 

Hiram A. Wright, 1872. 

W. Elliot Woodward, 1873, '74. 

William H. Whitmore, 1875, '79, '80, '81, '82. 
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Alexander F. Wadsworth, 1875. 
John H. Walsh, 1876. 
Edwin R. Webster, 1876, *77. 
George B. Webster, 1877, '78. 
Alfred I. Woodbury, 1876. 
Roger Wolcott, 1877, 78, 79. 
James Woolley, 1878, 79. 
Charles Wheeler, 1878, 79, '80, '81. 
Francis J. Ward, 1878, 79. 
John P. J. Ward, 1880. 
Nelson S. Wakefield, 1881, '82. 
Charles H. Wise, 1882. 

There were also present: — 

His Honor Samuel A. Green, Mayor. 

Robert H. Eddy. 

William H. Harton. 

George B. Wheaton. 

William H. Lee, Clerk of Committees. 

Joseph O'Kane, Assistant Clerk of Common Council. 

Alvah H. Peters, City Messenger. 

Charles E. Silloway, 



I Assi 



Assistant Messengers. 



Reporters. 



Henry H. Osborn, 
William O. Robson, 
William B. Smart, 
Stephen O. Sherman, 
Frank I. Gray, 
Thomas D. Parker, 
William E. Decrow, 
John A. Fynes, 
Weston F. Hutchins, 



The music was furnished by the Cadet Band. 



THE BANQUET. 



In calling the company to order, President Pratt said : — 

Gentlemen of the Common Council^ — 

For whether Governors, Mayors, Aldermen, Com- 
missioners, or by whatever titles you may have been 
called since you were in the Common Council, 
we are all to-night ^^ Gentlemen of the Common 
Council," — there exists a large degree of curiosity 
to know who is the senior member. In order to satisfy 
that curiosity I will ask the gentleman present who 
thinks he is the senior member to rise ; and before 
he does it I give him the assurance that we will not 
deem him an old man, because seniority in the 
Council is reckoned from the date of office, and not 
of birth. . I will also caution him that unless he was 
in the Common Council before 1830 he need not 
rise, because we have one of that year at this end 
of the table.^ Will the senior member please rise? 

* It appears by the preceding list of those present that Mr. Lewis Josselyn, a 
member in 1835, '36, '37, *38, was also present, being the next oldest member. 
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Mr. Ezra C. Hutchins, of the Common Council of 1839, 
arose, and the company joined in drinking his health. 
President Pratt continued : — 



Gentlemen, this is a large room, and there are 
many in it ; and I would like to suggest now, for 
the pleasure of those who are to speak to-night, 
as well as of those who wish to hear, that it will 
require more caution than usual to observe quiet, in 
order that the speakers may be heard. 

The pleasant duty devolves upon me of saying a 
few words by way of introduction and apology for 
the assembling of this large company. If there be 
any virtue, if there be any honor, in having served 
faithfully and generously and impartially and well 
for forty years in an office ; if there is to be received 
from one's friends, toward the decline of life, any 
testimonial of esteem and high regard and affection 
in which one is held, I am sure that he whose 
portrait is imperfectly stamped upon each of our 
bills of fare, — he in whose honor we have gathered 
to-night, — is entitled to that credit and that tribute. 
(Loud applause.) In a city where faithfulness in 
public office is a rule, with hardly an exception ; in a 
city where the offices are not held at the option or 
the chance of any political whim or revolution, where 
each one employed by the city is eminent for the 



WASHINGTON PAKKER GREGG. 21 

courtesy and efficiency with which he fills his office, 
it is a rare distinction to become distinguished ; it 
is a rare and bright honor to be so conspicuous 
amongst all the rest that the members of present and 
past City Governments should come together to 
express their affectionate regard. 

We have known during these forty years, under 
circumstances which were at first difficult to us all, 
our graceful, unobtrusive, accomplished Clerk of the 
Common Council, Washington P. Gregg. (Loud 
applause.) He was a member of the Common 
Council himself in 1830 and 1831, so long ago that 
we can better appreciate the length of time by meas- 
lU'ement. Fifteen years before I was born he was a 
member from ^^Ward Pour." I know that he held 
the office of Assistant Clerk of the Senate of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts ; that he was a 
member of the bar, and a practising lawyer in the 
city of Boston before he was Clerk of the Common 
Council ; and with what credit he may have served 
in other stations there are older men here who are 
better able to say than I. But I can tell of the 
manner in Which Mr. Gregg has conducted himself 
as Clerk of the Common Council. Year after year, 
as the years come and go, and as Common Councils 
come and go, with new, untutored, and imintroduced 
members, they have always found a faithful friend 
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and reliable guide in this faithful officer. There are 
others who, like myself, can appreciate the kindness 
of our friend from another stand-point. Here are 
those who have been called upon to preside over the 
deliberations of the Common Council, and to be re- 
sponsible, amongst other things, for the proper dispo- 
sition of papers. I have been told that in one of the 
States of the Union, when the Legislature is in 
session, it has been the custom, for several years, of 
the friends of any bill that had passed one branch, to 
appoint a committee to watch the progress of the bill 
to the other branch. Without confidence in the 
officers of the two branches; with sad experience 
that bills were spirited away, or were pigeon-holed, 
or folded in wrong files, — so that if they originated 
in the House of Representatives they did not reach 
the Senate, or if they originated in the Senate they 
did not reach the House, — it became the custom, 
and still is the custom, to appoint these committees 
to watch the progress of bills to the other house. 
If ow that is merely an instance to hint at what we 
all expect of the Clerk of the Common Council, — 
expect it tacitly, without ever expressing it, without 
ever doubting it would be done, without ever think- 
ing of it, because we knew who was the Clerk, and 
we knew that any paper originating in the Common 
Coimcil would be found in its due and proper place 
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in the course of business-. (Applause.) The Presi- 
dent of the Common Council, presiding over a body 
now, I may remark, composed of seventy-two mem- 
bers, after long meetings, and with a multitude of 
business, finds there is enough to tax his mind if he 
ieeps the run of business during the meeting; and 
when the meeting is done he dismisses it to some 
one's care, and goes home for rest. When the 
President returns the next day to sign the orders, 
ordinances, and resolves, he has found — at least 
during the short period of my experience — all the 
papers in due order, everything correctly minuted 
and certified by the Clerk, everything arranged on 
the desk that he was to sit at to aflix his signature, 
and the courteous and generous Clerk of the 
Common Coimcil there, ready with his pen and 
blotting-paper to pass the papers under the pen, and 
to fold them aft;er they had been signed. (Ap- 
plause.) There are a thousand ways which will 
occur, especially to those who have presided over 
the Common Council, and even to all who have ever 
visited or sat in that chamber, in which Mi^. Gregg 
has shown his amiability and wisdom that I need 
not cite, — delicate questions of parliamentary law, 
precedents of practice, points of propriety, incidental 
matters of judgment, former action, facts in the 
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departments, for which his recollection or his opinion 
and aid have not been taxed in vain. 

It occurred to some of the members of the 
Common Council of this year that it would be a very- 
pleasant thing to give some kind of expression to 
the regard in which Mr. Gregg is held. An 
informal meeting was held in the ^^President's 
room," a committee was appointed, and the further 
proceedings you have been made aware of. I need 
allude to but one thing, — the prompt and enthu- 
siastic cordiality with which the proposition for this 
dinner was received by all the past members. 
(Applause.) There was a personal interest about it 
which was even surprising to see, and which must 
have been very grateful to our friend if he could 
have kuown it all. 

But I must not attempt a speech, because there 
are so many others here who are more eloquent, 
and whose years entitle them to take the time, and 
whom, I am sure, you prefer to hear. Knowing 
the difl&dence, the retiring modesty of our friend 
on my right, I shall not make any eulogistic ex- 
pression of your regard for him, our dear young 
friend still. (Loud applause.) We love him, we honor 
him, and we have taken this method of letting 
him know it. 

It is true we might have presented him with 
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something which he could have placed on exhibition 
for his friends to view, or we might have sought in 
several other ways, that would readily occur to any 
one thinking of it, a testimonial of our regards. 
But this is true: that riches, and ornaments, and 
trophies, and whatever else is material, may be lost, 
may be destroyed, must sometime be left behind; 
but the warm regard, the personal love and honor 
of three hundred and twenty friends, such as have 
gathered here to-night, is something that cannot 
perish, and of which our friend cannot be robbed. 
(Applause.) This cordial, sincere, and heartfelt 
affection will go with our friend; and I can assure 
you and him that Colonel Wolcott will need to 
have a larger hotel than this in 1892, when we 
may be permitted to celebrate the fiftieth anniver- 
sary of our friend's service. (Applause.) 

This personal love and honor which wc seek to 
express to-night, and the character which has won 
them, cannot be taken from him in this world; and 
we may believe he will carry these with him into 
the next, — at least we may hope that in that future 
sphere of happiness to which he may be called, 
possibly before some of us, but to be united with all 
of us hereafter, this character and these tributes 
will be a portion of the riches which he will be able 
to take with him from this life to that. (Applause.) 
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Gentlemen, I ask you to rise and drink with me 
the health of Washington P. Gregg, our faithful 
Clerk. 

The company drank the toast standing, and Mr. Gregg 
arose to respond. He was received with three tremendous 
cheers. 



MR. GREGG'S ADDRESS. 

• 

To you, Mr. President, and to the past and present 
members of the Common Councils of my native city, 
I offer my grateful salutations. To you all, individu- 
ally and collectively, I would express my heartfelt 
acknowledgments of the many acts of kindness and 
consideration I have received at your hands, during 
the long line of unbroken years in which you and 
your colleagues, the Mayors and the Aldermen, have 
so faithfully and successfully administered the affairs 
of the City Government. And especially would I 
express my appreciation of the high and most unex- 
pected honor conferred upon me by the reception 
and banquet which, with so much kindliness of feel- 
ing, you have at this time been pleased to give in 
commemoration of my fortieth election to ofl&ce. I 
should be exceedingly happy, Mr. President, to reply 
in appropriate terms, if I could, to the cordial invita- 
tion of my many gifted friends, to whose voices and 



WASHINGTON PAKKER GREGG. 27 

discussions I have so often attentively listened with 
the greatest pleasure and profit. But for one whose 
position has been a place of silence for forty years it 
is difl&cult, if not almost impossible, to make an ade- 
quate response upon an extraordinary occasion like 
the present, or even to attempt at any time to 
enlighten or entertain so many -experienced, able, and 
eloquent gentlemen as are assembled within these 
hospitable halls to-night. 

With the members of most of the Common Coun- 
cils of the city, Mr. President, I have indeed been 
associated for a long and uninterrupted succes- 
sion of years. During this very long period of time 
I have not failed to remark, with the most hvely 
interest and satisfaction, the facility and despatch 
with which the business of the City Govei-nment has 
been conducted, the love of order, the punctuality 
ajid urbanity of the delegates from the several dis- 
tricts, their intelligence and independence, and their 
devotion to the general welfare. 

N^or, Mr. President, is it at all surprising that 
the proceedings of their numerous weekly sessions 
should have been carried on, from first to last, with 
so much careful consideration, and been attended 
with such beneficial results to all classes in the com- 
munity, when it is borne in mind who are the individ- 
uals chosen by the people from year to year to rep-" 
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resent their interests and conduct the government of 
the metropolis of ]S^ew England. 

And now, in looking down the coiTidors of that 
space which measures forty years of time, I behold, 
in the indescribable and seemingly endless vista, a 
long procession, consisting of distinct companies of 
my fellow-citizens ; the several companies being 
nearly alike in number, but each differing in some 
other respects from that which preceded it, — a pro- 
cession constantly being enlarged by the addition of 
a new company, formed eveiy year, and falling into 
line, one company after another, and another, until 
the multitude becomes almost too great to be 
enumerated. They are of all ages. They come 
from all classes and ranks in society. They are 
merchants, mechanics and manufacturers, presidents 
and directors of banking, insm^ance and other cor- 
porations, authors, teachers, editors, printers and 
publishers, jurists, members of all the learned profes- 
sions, naval and military men, farmers, architects and 
engineers, builders of ships for the sea, and of the 
great iron highways for the land. Elected every 
year on account of their practical knowledge of busi- 
ness and public affairs, their learning, talents, and 
character, these gentlemen, with their colleagues of 
the other branch, are the administrators of the 
government of this city. 
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At the head of each company there is a captahi, 
chosen by its members, as they were by the people, 
for superior qnahfications ; and this is one of the 
great reasons why the several companies have always 
been fully equipped, in order of battle, and have 
always been led on to victory. 

Their names are a host by themselves. To do 
justice to their lives and their noble deeds in behalf 
of our beloved city and coimtry would require whole 
volumes of descriptions. But their names are not 
confined to tlie rolls of the municipal authorities, nor 
to places of high trust and responsibility in the great 
mercantile, benevolent, educational, and religious 
institutions of the land. For afterward they are also 
inscribed with those of the members of the Legisla- 
ture of Massachusetts, and of the Congress of the 
United States; of the Attorney-Generals of the 
State; of the District- Attorneys, and other func- 
tionaries of the central government; of the Judges 
of the Courts ; of the Speakers of the House of 
Kepresentatives ; of the Presidents of the Senate ; of 
the Justices, the Chief Justices, and the Governors 
of the Commonwealth. 

These are the men seen by multitudes of their 
fellow-citizens as well as by myself daily passing for 
the last forty years and upward to and from the 
portals of the City Hall, when it was at the Old 
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State-House in State street; then afterward, when 
it was at the Old Conrt-House in School street; 
then again, when at the Mechanics' Building in 
Ghauncy street, and in still later years at the pres- 
ent City Hall, between School street and Court 
square. These are the men who, with their col- 
leagues, ever vigilant for the protection of the lives 

« 

and property of the people, and all the while safely 
holding in their hands the Magna Charta of our 
liberties granted by the State, — these are the men 
who, in conjunction with their patriotic Mayors and 
Aldermen, and their fellow-citizens at large, have 
been earnestly engaged all these years in building 
up this metropolis, tier upon tier, and in carrying it 
forward and upward to its present height of pros- 
perity, power, and greatness. 

The numerous and important enterprises of the 
past, with which you are all so familiar, have not 
been accomplished without vast outlays of labor and 
money. Perhaps no more simple illustration of the 
growth of the city can be given than that embodied 
in the following brief statement of its valuation and 
expenditures at different periods during the last half 
century : — 
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1830. 


I860. 


1880. 


Valuation . 


$60,000,000 


$275,000,000 


$750,000,000 


Tax . . . . 


260,000 


2,500,000 


9,000,000 


Interest 


45,000 


162,000 


1,500,000 


Salaries of teachers 


50,000 


287,000 


1,113,000 


Repairs of streets 


20,000 


204,000 


1,000,000 


Watch, or police 


11,000 


230,000 


800,000 


Fire Department 


15,000 


112,000 


600,000 


Care of Common, etc 


1,000 


14,000 


60,000 


Sewers 


5,000 


55,000 


134,000 


Fourth of July . 


200 


13,500 


28,000 


Health Department 


13,000 


140,000 


335,000 


City debt . 


900,000 


9,000,000 


40,000,000 



Although the present debt may at first appear 
to be large, yet to meet it there is already a sinking 
fund of nearly sixteen millions of dollars. 

Having thus glanced at the growth of the city, 
let us take a look at Boston as it is to-day. We 
will consider briefly : — 

First. The commanding situation of Boston; its 
area of thirty-six square miles, instead of its 
original upland area of one square mile; its great 
and constantly increasing population ; its four 
hundred miles of streets and avenues; its crowded 
stores, warehouses, manufactories, and other places 
of trade and business; its monuments, public and 
private libraries; its collections of paintings, statu- 
ary, and other works of art ; its various schools. 
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academies, colleges, and churches, hospitals, hotels, 
and theatres; its nmnerous parks, squares, and 
commons; the costly structures of different societies 
and associations, and that new and splendid portion 
of the city — wMs in urhe — in the vicinity of the 
Public Garden, on the land of the Back Bay, — 
reclaimed from the sea, — whose stately buildings 
rise where not many years ago the vessels rose and 
fell with the flowing and ebbing of the tide. 

Second. Its suburbs, extending inland in every 
direction, with their charming cottages, villas, and 
country-seats, delightful drives, groves, gardens, 
lakes, and fountains, — the whole forming at almost 
every turn a magnificent panorama of picturesque 
and ever-changing scenery. 

Third. Its large and flourishing neighboring 
towns, about as near to the centre of Boston as the 
upper part of N^ew York is to the N^ew York City 
Hall, viz., Hingham, Weymouth, Milton, and Quincy; 
Hyde Park, Dedham, Brookline, I^Tewton, Water- 
town, and Cambridge with its famous seat of 
learning; Belmont, Maiden, Medford, Melrose, and 
Somerville ; Everett, Arlington, Chelsea, and Revere ; 
Saugus, Lynn, Winthrop, and Ifahant ; each almost 
as much a part of this city as is each one of its own 
thriving districts of Dorchester, Roxbury, Brighton, 
Charlestown, South Boston, and East Boston, and 
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all alive in friendly rivalry with each other in new 
industries, productions, and improvements of every 
description; and all beneficially affected, directly or 
indirectly, by every step of advancement taken by 
either of the others, and all consequently increasing 
in population, business, and wealth, nearly if not 
quite as fast as the city itself. 

Fourth. Its broad and capacious harbor, opening 
into the immense Bay of Massachusetts, between 
Point Shirley and Point AUerton, and containing 
an area of seventy-five square miles, where the 
proudest navy in the world might ride in safety; its 
many beautiful islands, beaches and headlands, 
which, when illuminated at night, as it has been 
predicted they will be, from the tops of towers by 
the electric light, will afford new and surprising 
views of the harbor and surrounding shores, — ever 
changing with ship and steamer, and ever attractive 
to citizens and visitors.^ 



1 In 1866 the Board of Harbor Commissioners was established at the suggestion 
of the Hon. Josiah Quincy, who was four times a member of the Common Council, 
three times its President, four times Mayor of Boston, and twice President of the 
Senate of Massachusetts. Dui*ing the eleven years of the existence of that Board, 
by means of the payments for tide-water displaced, and through the various grants 
made by the general government at then* suggestion, the channels were deepened to 
twenty-three feet at low water, the headlands protected by granite walls, a system of 
dredging established, by which the improvements of the flats at South Boston and 
at the mouth of the Mystic river were secured, and the system devised which is 
being carried out by their able successoi'S, the Hai'bor and Land Commissioners. 
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Fifth. The miles of docks and wharves, pro- 
jecting from all parts of the city that border upon 
the water, with the terminal facilities for ocean 
steamships in the city proper, and in the districts of 
Charlestown, East Boston, and South Boston, and 
with the other . proposed undertakings of similar if 
not greater character in other parts of the harbor, 
alt of which are upon a scale of magnitude and con- 
venience not surpasised by those of any other city 
of the like population and commerce. 

Sixth. The Cochituite Water Works, — that 
most important enterprise, upon the construction of 
which more than sixteen millions of dollars have 

As stated in their last report, "there is probably no other harbor known to commerce, 
which, in its natural conditions of configui*ation, marginal gi'ound, basins, channels, 
entrance, and shelter, is capable of affording equal facilities in so concentrated a 
manner as the main inner basin of Boston Harbor. It is in geneml form a hollow 
square, on each available side of which natural channels mark natural lines of 
frontage, of such a character that docks and piers can be constructed along these 
lines of any size and depth of approach, and berth capacity within the range of the 
most diversified requirements, and with a degree of economy and mechanical facility 
unparalleled in harbor qualifications. "While the heavier vessels of the present time 
have now to wait in the open sea for the tide to lift them over the bars of New 
York and Philadelphia, they can pass into Boston Harbor without detention and 
without fear." Prof. Heniy Mitchell, of the U.S. Advisory Council for Boston 
Harbor, says, " The great merit of Boston Harbor lies in a happy coiyunction of 
many favorable elements, among which we may distinguish as most important, the 
facility and safety of its approaches, the ample width and depth of its entrance, and, 
above all, the shelter and tranquillity of its roa^lsteads. Perhaps there is no other 
harbor in the world where the inlets fi*om the ocean are better adjusted to the ampli- 
tude of the interior basin, or where excellent holding grounds are so easy of access 
and yet so land-locked." 
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been expended, and the revenue of which for the 
past year was over eleven hundred thousand 
dollars. 

Seventh. The Fire Department, the Public Insti- 
tutions, the Public Buildings, and the Public Schools, 
requiring constant care and attention, and an ex- 
penditure during the last year of between seven and 
eight thousand dollars a day. 

Eighth. The home industries and commercial 
ventures of the citizens of Boston and the surround- 
ing towns, their vast capital and possessions, the 
intrinsic value of which, including all their proper- 
ties, investments, and securities in this and in every 
other State, north, east, south, and west, would 
probably exceed all present belief or supposition. 

Ninth. The work constantly going on of making 
new streets and of widening old ones; the street 
railways increasing every year in number; the 
greater lines of railroads connecting with other Ijnes 
which penetrate, not the United States alone, but the 
regions of Mexico and of British I^"orth America, 
thereby adding to all preexisting means of quick 
transit and trafl&c, and creating new fields for agri- 
culture, commerce, and manufactures, both in the 
interior and at the very extremities of this entire 
continent, — in all of which Boston capital and 
Boston enterprise are more or less largely interested. 
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Though Boston may not become so populous as 
some other American cities, yet when, with its other 
advantages, it is considered that she is two hundred 
miles nearer to Europe than is ^New York; that the 
shortest, the most direct route from the Golden 
Gate of San Francisco to the Old World is by the 
way of Boston; that a steamship is now actually 
being built to transport passengers from this port to 
England in four days' time; that Boston is the 
capital of the noble State of Massachusetts, within 
whose borders there are five millions of acres of 
farming and other lands, including three hundred 
thousand acres of rivers and lakes, one hundred and 
forty thousand acres of highways, five hundred 
thousand acres of parish, village, town, and city 
lots, and twenty thousand acres of railroads and 
railway stations, connected with all the other lead- 
ing railroads of the country; that the five other 
l^ew England States, of which Boston is the 
metropolis, contain seventeen million acres of farm- 
ing and other lands ; that the foresight, courage, and 
enterprise, which have given such impulse and solid- 
ity to the growth and prosperity of Boston, must ren- 
der her onward progress rapid and iiTCsistible, — in 
view of these considerations is it not manifest that 
but few important measures remain to be taken here- 
after to enable her to maintain her high position, and 
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continue to be in many, if not in all, respects the first 
capital city in the Union? 

Who can picture this commercial centre when all 
the splendid parks and avenues, and stupendous 
works now in contemplation, shall have been com- 
pleted? In this marvellous age of discovery and 
inventions the wildest flight of the imagination would 
hardly go beyond the reality. . . . 

But, rolUng from everlasting to everlasting, these 
forty years of human existence — the lifetime of 
millions — have passed away, not lost, nor useless, 
nor regretted, nor forgotten, but big with mighty 
events on the land, on the sea, and in the sky, in no 
part of which events I was of moment, and but a very 
little of which I saw, — these years have all disap- 
peared, vanished into the unseen depths, — the in- 
scrutable, exhaustless, insatiable depths of eternity! 



** How fast the eternal surge of time and tide rolls on ! 



tt 



The story of the res gestce of these forty years, 
like that of their predecessors, has been carried by 
the wings of the unwearied press to every part of 
the civilized world. And one can no more 
recount them all than he can hold in his hand 
the mighty ocean, or the mightier heavens above I 

For myself, Mr. President and gentlemen, I can 
only rejoice to meet in one assembly so many of the 
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past and present members of the Common Councils 
as are gathered together on this occasion, and who, 
with their distinguished colleagues for the last forty 
years, and with their not less distinguished predeces- 
sors in service, from the first inauguration under the 
charter of 1822 to that of 1842, have, during a series 
of sixty years, given the best of their time and tal- 
ents for the benefit of their fellow-citizens, freely, 
bountifully, and, above all, gratuitously, — without 
any compensation whatever. In their public ses- 
sions, week in and week out, besides countless 
meetings on committees, and interviews with the 
Police, Assessors', and other metropolitan boards, the 
Mayors and City Clerk, the Treasurer, Collector, and 
Auditor, the Superintendents, Inspectors, Commis- 
sioners, Directors, Trustees, and City Solicitors, the 
Clerk of Committees and other clerks, the City Ar- 
chitect, lingineers. Surveyors, Messengers, and other 
city officers so well known for their knowledge of 
municipal afikirs, their ability and devotion to duty, 
and with the Reporters, as ready to impart as increase 
their stores of information, — in these innumerable 
sessions, meetings, and interviews for so many years, 
what an aggregate of public labor has been performed 
by the members of the City Council 1 When and where, 
under similar circumstances, for a continuity of sixty 
years, were the like beneficial results ever produced? 
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But I can only reexpress to you, one and all, my 
sincere thanks for your repeated favors and civilities, 
which I can no more forget than I can your patriotic 
services, or the courteous bearing and ability of the 
eminent officers who have presided over your delib- 
erations. And now, deeply appreciating the Mndly 
words and labors of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, I will, with your leave, Mr. President, tender 
to you, and through you to each of your colleagues 
and predecessors, a single sentiment. 

I give you, Mr. President and gentlemen. The past 
and present members of the City Councils of Boston ; 
their valuable services, so faithfully and gratuitously 
rendered for the advancement and prosperity of this 
great metropolis, entitle them to the lasting gratitude 
of their fellow-citizens, and constitute one of the 
noblest sources of pride and honor to them and their 
posterity for all time to come. 

• 

The address of Mr. Gregg was frequently interrupted 
with applause and expressions of gratification by the com- 
pany. The question of acceptance of his repoit, playfully 
put by the Chair, was carried by a rousing, unanimous 
"Aye," and he was given a round of cheers at its conclusion, 
which were called for by Colonel Ezra Trull. 

President Pratt said : — 
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Gentlemen, I have no doubt that, if never be- 
fore, Dr. Green has to-night regretted that he did 
not begin his political career in the Common Council 
of Boston. However that may be, inasmuch as all 
our proceedings require the approval of His Honor 
the Mayor before they go into effect, I will ask 
Mayor Green whether these proceedings to-night 
meet with his approval. (Applause.) 

His Honor Mayor Samuel A. Green responded : — 

Mr. President^ and Members of the Common 
Council^ whether past or present^ — I do regret 
that my municipal experience did not begin in the 
Common Council ; and, at the same time, I will say 
that these proceedings meet with my hearty ap- 
proval. I have been particularly impressed with 
the lack of this experience since I have been in this 
hall to-night. The duty assigned to me is a most 
agreeable one. It is always pleasant to speak words 
of commendation and congratulation when they are 
sincere and heartfelt, as I know them to be this 
evening. (Applause.) And it is now a pleasant 
duty for me to say to Mr. Gregg, officially and 
publicly, that the City of Boston appreciates his 
long and faithful services. (Applause.) It is forty 
years since he was chosen to be the Clerk of the 
Common Council. 
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This is a long period of time, and covers more 
years, doubtless, than the average age of the present 
members of that body. Forty years ago the popu- . 
lation of Boston was less than a hundred thousand 
inhabitaats, while to-day it is nearly four hundred 
thousand; and the territory of the city has increased 
by annexation in a much larger proportion. Forty 
years ago the number of wards in the city was only 
twelve, and the Board of Aldermen consisted of eight 
members. Such are a few of the items of the inev- 
itable change that has taken place, and is taking 
place, and will take place in the natural course of 
events. It gives me gi'eat pleasure on this occasion 
to say that the City of Boston recognizes the 
efficient services of Mr. Gregg, which are alike 
honorable to him and creditable to the city. I 
know that I voice the sentiment of every gentle- 
man present when I say that it is their sincere wish 
and hope that his days may be long and many, and 
that health and happiness may follow him wherever 
he may be. (Applause.) 

President Pratt said : — 

Gentlemen, it is not our good pleasure to have 
with us the oldest living ex-President of the Common 
Council ; but I have in hand a letter from him, which 
I will read : — 
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Gentlemen, — I regret extremely that my age and absence from the 
city will prevent my acceptance of the invitation, by which I have been 
honored, to attend the complimentary ])anquet given to my life-long 
friend, Washington P. (JiiEiiG. 

Very truly and respectfully, 

JOSIAH QUINCY. 

June 5, 1882. 

To the Chairman and Members of the Committee of Arrangements. 

President Pratt. — We have, however, several 
of the older ex-Presidents present, one of whom, 
Mr. Chandler, has been obliged to leave. Of those 
remaining, the senior has honored the City and State 
as Mayor and as Governor, and in many other oflS^- 
cial positions which he has so ably and gracefully 
adorned. I am sure I shall be excused for asking 
him to give an account of himself first, and will 
introduce ex-Governor Alexander H. Rice. (Loud 
and prolonged applause.) 

Hon. Alexander H. Rice saidt — 

Mr. President^ — Until a somewhat advanced hour 
to-day I supposed that other engagements would 
deprive me of the pleasure of being at these festivi- 
ties. But I beg to assure you that no ordinary 
obstacles could have detained me from an occasion 
so remarkable and so inviting. I shall consider it 
one of the red-letter days in which I had the oppor- 
tunity to join in this tribute of cordial and profound 
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respect to the guest of this evening, and in this 
public manner to express my congratulations to the 
people of this great city upon having enjoyed, for 
forty consecutive years, the services of a man about 
whom the lustre of increasing respect has gathered, 
and whose uprightness of character and devotion to 
his work have received such affectionate recognition 
and gratitude. (Applause.) 

Coming here this evening and looking upon this 
representative assembly of Bostonians, I have had 
a great variety of reflections and emotions. Al- 
though I have been a pretty constant resident of 
Boston for the last thirty years or more, yet I should 
find it difficult, I suppose, to call by name more than 
half the gentlemen present, although I recognize the 
countenances of nearly all; and it seems to me, 
as I look upon the interchange of salutations 
between the young and the venerable men now 
present, that we can follow the line backward 
through the whole range of our municipal histoiy, 
and recount members with us to-night belonging 
to nearly every year of its existence. I have even 
been gratified in meeting some who I thought had 
years ago passed on to that bourn from which no 
traveller returns; and in this bewilderment one 
may look about to see if the pedestals in front of 
City Hall are not vacant, indicating that Mr. Mayor 
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Quincy and old Benjamin Franklin have come to 
pay their respects to Mr. Gregg also. (Applause 

■ 

and laughter.) I have no doubt that they are here 
in spirit, if not in effigy ; and if it should be found 
to be true that their pedestals are vacant, we can 
go a little further, without much stretch of imagina- 
tion, and believe that Governor Winthrop and John 
Adams are trudging their way from ScoUay square 
and "New Washington street in this direction, on the 
same errand. (Applause and laughter.) 

Mr. President, it is, indeed, a rare thing, as you 
have said, to find a man in office who has held his 
place for forty consecutive years. There must be 
something remarkable about such a man. I can 
recall two sets of qualities, either of which would 
illustrate a man's fitness for success in anything he 
might undertake. One set consists of those natural 
gifts which are the happy heritage of some individ- 
uals, such as an aptitude for afiairs, an instant and 
discriminating intuition which enables one to per- 
ceive the relations between cause and efifect, between 
the thing to be done and the right and proper and 
just way of doing it, so that he can accomplish his 
work without any intermediate process of mind, so 
far as we can discern ; and the other set consists of 
that kind of qualification which comes from observa- 
tion and practice, and which is summed up in the 
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single word " experience/' A person having either 
of these classes of qualities, would be likely to be 
successfiil in anything, and to be an acceptable, 
useful, and even distinguished . public officer. But 
we sometimes find all these qualities united in one 
individual ; and when so united, that individual not 
only possesses ability for the largest usefulness, but 
when those qualities rest upon integrity which 
cannot be shaken, and uprightness that cannot be 
bribed nor intimidated, we have the very highest 
type of a man, whether he be in private life or in the 
public service. 

Now, I would like to ask this . company what 
possible evidence can be produced, what testimony 
can be borne to characteristic usefulness, what title 
to public honors can be presented, that shall be 
greater than the annual endorsement of the Common 
Council through a period of forty years in succes- 
sion? (Applause.) Such is the testimony to the 
worth of the modest gentleman whose virtues we 
celebrate this evening, and it far transcends any 
verbal encomium that can possibly be uttered. 

I am led also, Mr. President, if you will allow 
me, to say a word or two upon a subject which is 
kindred to this, and which I have no doubt has 
already occurred to tTie minds of many gentlemen 
present. We hear a great deal said in these days 
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on the subject of civil-service reform. (Applause.) 
I speak those words with entire respect, and would 
give them especial emphasis, as representing a 
subject of the highest interest to the American 
people. This country cannot afford to be indifferent 
to the question of a pure public service. (Ap- 
plause.) Of all kinds of government, a republic is 
most largely and deeply interested in the ability and 
integrity of its officers. Everybody, I think, will 
agree to the general proposition of the necessity for 
purity in the public service. I care not if you j)ut 
it in the words, ^^civil-service reform." But when 
we talk about reform in the civil service of this 
city, and I think I may say also in this State of 
Massachusetts, do we not borrow somewhat from the 
experience of other cities and States, rather than 
judge by results which have been realized at home? 
(Applause.) There is no difference, I think, on 
the subject of the principles involved in a pure civil 
service. Whatever difference obtains is, for the 
most part, in regard to the methods by which civil 
service of the highest and purest type can be at- 
tained. I do not propose to enter into a general 
discussion of that subject. I can only say that 
every man who holds a position of public trust and 
responsibility is bound to discharge it with intelli- 
gent and conscientious fidelity, and his tenure of 



WASHINGTON PARKER GREGG. 47 

office ought in some way to be made commensurate 
^with his abilities and faithfulness; and within the 
limitations of proper authority the sanje rule should 
apply to all subordinates. The principal difficulty in 
the whole matter lies in finding the best method of 
selecting those who shall be appointed to office; 
and this will, no doubt, be determined by experi- 
ence, aided by intelligent and candid discussion. 

But I refer to this subject now for the purpose of 

citing the remarkable history of this city in the civil 

service of its officers. I believe there is no parallel 

to the singular purity of the civil service of the 

City of Boston in the annals of any city or town on 

the face of the globe. (Applause.) This city was 

incorporated in 1822, sixty years ago. During the 

whole of that time, there has never been a City Clerk 

whose name was not Samuel F. McCleary, though it 

covers two generations of that name. (Applause.) 

I wish the City Clerk were here, that we might look 

in his honest face, and express to him also our 

high appreciation of the sei'vice he has rendered to 

Boston, and that we might include him in those 

hearty plaudits which we unanimously giv^e to 

our distinguished guest, the Clerk of the Common 

Council. (Applause.) During the whole of that 

period of sixty years there have been but seven 

City Treasurers, one of them serving only one 
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year, and the other six having an average term 
of service of ten years respectively. There have 
been but four Auditors of Accounts, including 
the present incumbent of that oflS^ce. "When we 
take into account that- these officers are annually 
chosen to their places, and that they must receive the 
concurrent votes of the two branches of the City 
Council year after year, and that they have been 
thus elected simply because of the soundness of their 
characters and the distinguished quality of their 
services, I say it is a most remarkable example of a 
pure civil service, as well as a distinguishing honor 
to these officers, and to the constituencies that have 
annually elected them. (Applause.) I know noth- 
ing that could be said of Boston, old as she is, as 
city or town, that is more to her credit. I do not 
forget that her origin dates back in history to the 
very earliest days of settlements in l^ew England; 
that she existed before there was county, or state, or 
nation, in a simple democracy of her own, supported 
and guided by a body of men who were laying the 
foundations of a new government, grander than the 
modern world had seen, whether they knew it or not; 
and who planted here the seeds from which the dis- 
tinguishing features of American civihzation have 
grown. I do not forget the influence of the illus- 
trious men who, in succeeding generations, have 
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followed in the footsteps of their renowned prede- 
cessors. I do not forget those struggles for liberty 
which cemented with blood the foundations, and 
reared in hope the superstructure of the ancient town. 
I do not forget the promptitude and heroism which 
her people have shown in all emergencies, local or 
national. I do not forget the monuments that crown 
her hill-tops, and the tablets that adorn the walls of 
her public buildings and churches, commemorative of 
the virtues and valor of her people. I do not forget 
that fidelity in financial obligations which has sus- 
tained her credit, and won the applause of the world 
in peace and war. But, great as has been her historic 
renown in council and in the field, there is nothing in 
her example that shines more luminously, or that is 
more worthy of lasting commemoration, than that she 
has preserved her civil service pure, and that she has 
done this by recognizing and rewarding the men who 
have been faithful in the conduct of her municipal 
affairs. (Loud applause.) 

I am glad to unite with you, Mr. President and 
gentlemen, in greeting as one of the most eminent 
among these, — perhaps the one preeminent, from 
the length, the ability, and the fidelity of his ser- 
vices, — the guest of the evening, Mr. Washington 
P. Gregg, for forty years Clerk of the Common 
Council. (Applause.) 
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President Pratt. — Gentlemen, it is hoped that 
not too many will find it necessary to leave. I am 
reminded by one of the committee that the fim has 
but just begun. Those who leave now will make a 
mistake. It was desired by the committee that the 
Council of each year might be answered for by some 
one ; but it was thought that would entail too large 
a number of speeches, even if the five-minute rule 
were enforced. !Now, we propose to ask for short 
speeches from the remaining ex-Presidents who are 
here, and also from certain other members whom I 
am sure you will all be glad to see and hear. There 
is one ex-President here who presided in 1855, and 
then after ten or eleven years' absence found the 
honor thrust upon him again, or else found the 
attraction too great for him to keep away. What 
there was to induce him to take a second term as 
President of the Common Council I cannot imagine; 
but I will ask Mr. Joseph Story to explain, (Ap- 
plause.) 

Ex-President Joseph Stoky responded : — 

Mr, President^ — I am unable to say, only in the 
language of Scripture, — as I happened to be elected 
the second term by those not altogether in sympathy 
with me politically, — ^^ An enemy hath done this." 
(Laughter and applause.) It is not very oft;en. 
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•gentlemen, that we are called together under such 
pleasant auspices. It is delightful to come and meet 
our friend. And it is delightful, in coming to meet 
him, to meet the men who have taken part in Boston's 
history for the last forty years, coming together 
officially to exchange such pleasant courtesies as we 
are enabled to do to-night. 

I have come here with a heart warm in sympathy 
for our friend. I have been delighted with his words. 
I had no idea, when in my seat behind this silent 
man, that we had in that chair one who would have 
been able to discuss with us, perhaps as only a few 
of the Council would have been able to do, any of 
the subjects that came before us. 

We used to hear in the Council — at least the 
Presidents did — that our friend Mr. Gregg had the 
faculty of speaking out of the back of his head. 
Gentlemen, coming into the Council as I did, to be 
elected during my first term to preside, having no 
experience in presiding over a similar body in my 
life, T know perfectly well how dependent one must be 
upon those having experience. And I can only say 
that the best testimonial I have for the fitness of our 
friend for the position he had then occupied so many 
years, was to persuade and argue with my political 
friends in that change, — when the party that elected 
me was able to make a clean sweep from one end of 
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the city to the other, — that we needed his experience 
•and ability in that position. 

The President has said that we had taken this way 
to show our love and esteem for our friend; that it 
might have come in another form, and we might have 
presented to him some token of our love. I feel in 
my heart as though we had done that in the kindliest 
and warmest way it is possible for one to show love 
and respect for his fellows. We come to-night and 
bring a basket of flowers to give to our friend, — 
a bouquet of personal friendship, fragrant with de- 
lightful memories of the friendship of forty years. 
"What could be better than that, after these forty 
years of official life, we come to pay our kindly 
respects to our friend? I think it an occasion of 
great delight, and without expecting to make any 
remarks here to-night, I am glad to respond, and, 
on behalf of the Council of 1855, to pay its tribute 
of love and pleasant remembrances of the kindly 
associations with our friend. It was a delightful 
year to me, 1855, and also ten years later ; and I con- 
gratulate myself to-night upon the pleasant occasion 
of meeting you, and I know that the same kindly 
feeling pervades the representatives of every year. 

Among the most delightful associations during my 
official term in 1855 was to visit old Boston in 
England. The last day I was in my seat here before 
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leaving to cross the water I went to the old cemetery 
on Tremont street, and looked over the fence to the 
grave where John Cotton, the first pastor of the 
church of Boston, was buried ; and it w^s with great 
delight, when in the old borough of Boston in Eng- 
land, I stood in the pulpit where that good man had 
preached the gospel to the people of that place as he 
believed it. It was an honor bestowed, not upon me, 
but upon this city, that the people of Boston tendered 
to me a pubhc dinner in the old Guild Hall, where for 
five hundred years they had met for festivity and 
public discussion; and I received from them the kind- 
ness and courtesy as free as though I myself had 
been a prince. It was the delightful hour of my life, 
— the culmination of a delightful visit in the old 
country, — when, in the midst of the people of old 
Boston, I, as an humble son of the new Boston, could 
exchange congratulations. It was a time of war, 
when the people of England felt that the people of 
our country were disposed to join with Russia in 
interference, and possibly with aid. And when stand- 
ing before them, and speaking what I knew to be the 
sentiment of my own countrymen as entirely difierent 
from that, and told them the • hearts of our people 
beat only with fraternity and love toward the people 
of our mother country, the sentiment was received 
with delight, applause upon applause following its 
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utterance; and when, upon the start for home, I 
stepped forward to His Worship the Mayor of Boston, 
and, in token of the kindly feeling that pervaded 
our country and our Boston here toward England 
and old Boston, gave him my hand, it seemed as 
though they would raise the roof from old Guild 
Hall. 

Boston: we love her; we love those who have been 
true to her. It is proper that we should recognize 
tnie merit and faithfnl service. But we find to-night 
that the faithful servant is also the eloquent orator. 
(Applause.) Mr. (tubgg, you know my personal 
friendship toward you ; we have exchanged kindly 
congratulations for these many years. It must be 
delightful to you to know that every man in author- 
ity all these forty years cherishes the same feeling. 
When we are deciding questions in the Council, and 
asking those in favor to say ^^ Aye," and those op- 
posed to say ^^ No," we direct the Clerk to call the 
roll. How pleasant for the Clerk to know that when 
we put tTie question to-night, all in favor of testify- 
ing to the fealty and faithfulness of our Clerk to say 
^^Aye," — how pleasant it must be to the Clerk to 
know that every man is his friend, and every one 
approves the course he has pursued! (Applause.) 

Gentlemen, allow me to join with you most cor- 
dially in extending the tokens of love and our con- 
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gratulations to our faithful officer, — to our dear 
friend. (Applause.) 

President Pratt. — President Story, as well as 
those who preceded him, has proved the wisdom of 
the committee in not giving notice to any man 
expected to speak to-night. There are some of us 
young enough to be called young without trying 
to keep our reputation for youthfulness ; but the 
Municipal Register is something we cannot get back 
of. There is one of our ex-Presidents, who is still a 
young man, although he was President in 1862. Mr. 
Joshua D. Ball will let us look at him. (Applause.) 

Ex-President Joshua D. Ball responded : — 

Mr. President^ — It affords me gi'eat pleasure to 
be here on this occasion, and, to the many tributes 
of respect which have been and will be paid to our 
genial friend and guest, to add my words of com- 
mendation for his long and faithful service. In the 
long roll of the living and the dead who have wit- 
nessed these forty years of service, there is not one 
among the whole number who have passed away, 
not one among the whole number who are living, 
whom he could not call his sincere friend. Forty 
years — two generations — have elapsed. One gener- 
ation has gone since I had the honor to preside over 
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the deliberations of the Common Council; and I 
must say it was with feelings somewhat of sad- 
ness to-night that I went through the corridors, to 
recognize my old associates, for I found that so 
many had gone to their long homes. Let us forever , 
keep their memories green. Well and faithfiilly did 
they perform the services which were allotted' to 
them; and if they can be present in spuit here 
to-night, no word of commendation has fallen from 
the lips of any one which would not be echoed and 
reechoed by them. 

ISTobody throughout this long period of service 
cared to ask, in respect to our friend, with what 
party he affiliated, or what ticket he voted. Thanks 
to the patriotism of our citizens, the only question 
with them was, whether he was devoted to his duty, 
energetic and true in his labors; and through the 
various vicissitudes of party which have taken place 
in this long period of forty years he has not only 
merited, but has received, a reelection every time. 

It happened to be my fortune to preside over the 
deliberations of the Common Council during a 
troublous period of our history. It was a period of 
storm. The first year of my service saw the incep- 
tion of the civil war; in the year of my presidency 
civil war raged throughout the length and breadth 
of the land. ISTo man was wise enough to penetrate 
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into the mysteries of the future far enough to foretell 
the result of that struggle. But, thank God, Mr. 
President, it was not many years after that period 
when the blue and the gray buried the hatchet, and 
shook hands of perpetual friendship over the graves 
of their fallen comrades. (Applause.) It was not 
a long period after that when our flag floated 
unmolested throughout the length and breadth of 
the land, and all acknowledged the supremacy of 
our common country, and all swore fealty together to 
one common nation. (Applause.) 

Mr. President, de mortuis nil nisi honum is the 
injunction of friendship at the tomb. It is not 
always the injunction of candor and sincerity; but 
we can truthfully say that we need no such injunc- 
tion in regard to those of our associates who are 
numbered among the dead. Well and faithfully did 
they perform their duties; their memories are still 
fresh in our minds, and let us continue to keep them 
green. 

I would be false to myself. Mi-. President, on this 
occasion, if I did not, in mingling my congratula- 
tions with yours, recur to the great debt under which 
I was, while President of the Common Council, to our 
worthy guest. He had been so long in the service of 
the city that he had parliamentary law almost at his 
fingers' ends, and he was always glad, always willing, 
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to impart whatever he possessed upon the subject to 
the presiding officer of that body. I have no doubt 
that I voice the sentiments of all the Presidents who 
are here to-night, when I say that whatever success 
attended the perfonnance of their duties was attrib- 
utable in no inconsiderable degree to the many kind 
and timely suggestions upon questions of parliamen- 
tary law which were given by our worthy guest, — 
never obtruded, but always willingly proffered when 
sought. (Applause.) May his life be spared for 
many, many years to come. May all his memories 
of the past be pleasant and agreeable. May he, in 
the retrospect of life, find no step which he would 
like to efface ; and may the future, with its coming 
vicissitudes and its alternate light and shade (which 
is the fate of every mortal) , be as bright, as brilliant, 
and as cheerful as the past. (Applause.) 

President Pratt. — I propose to vary for the mo- 
ment the order of calling upon gentlemen to make 
remarks by asking one of our ex-members present 
if he hasn't something to say for the later Councils. 
I will call upon our friend Mr. Henry "W. Swift, who 
ought to have been a President, and might had not 
the discovery that he is a poet come too late. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. SwiTT said : — 
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Mr. President^ — I had no idea my turn was 
coming so soon. I remember at commencement at 
Harvard College hearing the President say there 
were two kinds of men who made valuable instruc- 
tors, — young men, and men who never grow old. 
I am sure he would have included our guest of this 
evening in the latter class. (Applause.) It is for- 
tunate for the Common Council of Boston that the 
President of the University never got hold of our 
worthy friend, for I am sure if he had he would 
never have let him go. 

Before I sit down I want to read a few lines which 
I saw in one of the newspapers (Laughter) lately, 
that seem appropriate to this occasion : — 

This fusion of years is delightful, 

This blending of ranks in the call 
To express our regard, as is rightful, 

For him who is one of us all. 
How quick was each ticket investor, 

Three dollars to borrow or beg, 
To attend at the feast of our Nestor, 

Our kind-hearted friend, Mr. Gregg. 

He has stood like a tree in a meadow, 

While year after year passed away, — 
The Councils that grew in his shadow 

Successively turned into hay. 
And the leaves he has cast from him yearly 

Are records. The new ones are now 
Sprouting forth, while the whole of us nearly 

Have been stowed away in the mow. 
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The past forty years in their flitting 

Have not been to him forty thieves : 
His virtues upon him are sitting 

As fresh as the oak's summer leaves. 
Here's a health to the city's true server I 

I wish that each glass were a keg I 
To express the affectionate fervor 

We feel for our friend, Mr. Greog. 

President Pjiatt. — There is one of our ex-Presi- 
dents here who served in the Council in 1863 and 
1864; and my own private opinion is they didn't 
have half as much diflSiculty with committees as 
they do now. I will ask Hon. Geo. S. Hale to 
explain how that was. (Applause.) 

Hon. George S. Hale said : — 

I am not quite sure whether a quorum is present 
or not. But I believe it has been decided that it is 
not the duty of the President to ascertain that fact. 

I am sorry, Mr. President, you did not give me a 
little more notice, not that it makes me unwilling to 
speak, but because I might" have done you and my- 
self more credit. Just now, in regard to the material 
for a speech I am somewhat in the situation of a 
boarding-house described to me by some ^^ Cape 
Codders" a few days ago. "They give you noth- 
ing to eat in that house," said one. "ISTo," said the 
other; "nothing, and mighty little of that, either." 
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I am sure I should be very sorry when my time 
came if I was not ready and prepared to give the 
best words I have to this tribute to my old friend, 
and to the friend of us all. I have had the pleasure 
of knowing him for a considerable part — I will not 
venture to say how much — of the period of his 
service. This assembly certainly, as I perceive from 
its cordial reception of every expression of kind feel- 
ing towards him, needs no evidence of his merits, 
and fortunately every one of us is a personal witness 
to his success in the performance of every duty. 

As my predecessor said, however, those of us who 
shared his assistance and were guided by his coun- 
sels had a special means of knowing his familiarity 
with our duties and his capacity to advise us. The 
great English orator spoke in rather a different 
connection of the power behind the throne, which 
he criticised. For us there was always a welcome 
power before the throne, to which we were glad to 
appeal for aid. 

Many years ago, when I first had the pleasure of 
being a member of this body, I was struck with the 
declaration that it was ^^ a very remarkable Common 
Council," — one of the most remarkable, every one 
said, there had ever been. I was quite young, and 
I accepted it. Afterwards I came in again, and 
heard the same declaration ; and after that I served 
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another year, and heard it again; and I soon learned 
that each successive body was the lyiost remarkable 
that had ever been selected by the citizens of Boston 
to represent them. It is, therefore, with great hu- 
mility I am here to bow before the Common Council 
of 1882, which has this vast accumulation of elo- 
quence and ability. And when I remember that 
^ our friend has seen them rise, ^^ rank behind rank, in 
surges bright,'' I have an added conviction of the 
skill with which he has ministered to them. 

Before we leave, gentlemen, I hope it may not be 
unfitting or inconsistent with the gayety of this oc- 
casion to remember those no longer with us and 
identified with the past, — many of them the intimate 
friends of our honored guest. "We cannot go back 
so far as perhaps we might like to go in our remi- 
niscences, — to our first President, whose father went 
to the battle of Bunker Hill in his dressing-gown. 
Perhaps Mr. Gregg remembers him. Do not smile, 
for I remember him too. I remember Judge Pres- 
cott. I saw him as an old man. I remember his 
dignified and gracious manner, his calm and noble 
face, and I presume there are others here who share 
with me that pleasant reminiscence. 

I would like, if there was a quorum present, to go 
on with some further reminiscences of those men 
who Assisted you in honoring this body, — to recall 
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that gracious and able Chief Justice who began his 
career in your body; that genial merchant who has 
been represented here by his nephew, the Mayor, 
and who represented with honor his country at 
the court of St. James; the eloquent orator, the 
graceful writer, who preceded even Mr. Story, who 
preceded Mr. Kice in his presidency of this body, — 
one of the most eloquent and graceful writers of our 
day. But I will not detain you with the past. As I 
began to speak of them, I hope you will permit me 
to give the toast of ^^ Honor to the memory of the 
dead who have honored the Common Council of 
Boston.'' 

President Pratt. — Some of our past Presidents 
have left the room, whom I expected to call upon to 
give an account of themselves and their Councils. 
But there is one who presided in 1868, who is 
dangerously near the door, and I ask Mr. Charles H. 
Allen to give us a few remarks before he leaves. 

Hon. Charles H. Allen said : — 

Mr. President^ — I could not shrink from rising to 
my feet and responding upon so pleasant an occa- 
sion as this. I have received no more pleasant invi- 
tation to be present upon any occasion than this one 
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in honor of our distinguished Clerk of the Cominon 
Council, whose services have been spoken of to- 
night. I do not know how I should have been able 
to go through with the duties of the office to which 
I was so kindly elected in 1868, had it not been 
through the able and efficient services of the Clerk 
of the Common Council. 

ISTot long ago I had the honor of uniting in a cele- 
bration somewhat similar in its character to this. It 
was the twenty-fifth anniversary of the election of 
the Clerk of the State Senate, Mr. Gifibrd, a man 
who has been faithful to his trust, and received an 
unbroken endorsement for twenty-five years, and 
stands high in the estimation of those with whom 
he has been associated, the same as does our friend 
Mr. Gregg. It was said, in connection with Mr. 
Gifibrd, that a gentleman, once a member of the 
Common Council of Boston, who happened to be a 
member of the Senate, and whose name it is not, 
perhaps, desirable I should mention here, — but you 
may recognize him, when I say he keeps a hotel in 
the central part of the city, and belongs to the 
Democratic order of politicians, — some one asked 
him one day, knowing he was a great admirer of 
the Clerk, who wrote the Lord's Prayer, and he 
answered, very promptly, Stephen IST. Gifibrd. I 
think if some of the members of the Common Coun- 
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cil were asked the same question, they would answer, 
Washington P. Gregg. 

I am very happy to be here, and unite with you in 
paying respect to my friend and to your friend. I 
hope he may continue to remain in this office so long 
as God shall give him health and strength. (Ap- 
plause.) 

President Pratt. — Gentlenien, I am going to 
sMp to the other end of the list of Presidents and call 
upon some of the younger ones. I am sorry to see 
that ex-President Bailey has retired ; but his pre- 
decessor is still ^^ present," according to the con- 
struction of law which prevails at City Hall now. I 
call upon- ex-President Harvey ]J^. Shepard. 

Ex-President Shepard said : — 

Mr. President J — At this hour, and in this pres- 
ence, I will not tax your patience with any extended 
remarks. I have enjoyed this evening exceedingly 
to meet my associates and friends of this and preced- 
ing Common Councils, and especially to shake the 
hand of Mr. Gregg. I am happy to say I found his 
greeting just as warm and cordial as it used to be in 
the past. I think a great deal of praise is due to the 
man who first suggested the idea of having this tes- 
timonial to Mr. Gregg, after forty years' honorable 
service, without a blemish or stain. 
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It certainly is true that very few, except those who 
have been called to preside over the Common Coun- 
cil, know of the extent, skill, and industry with which 
Mr. Gregg is blessed. I never found him wanting in 
courtesy, and, with the modesty of true merit, he 
never obtruded his opinion ; but when asked he 
gave it frankly, and usually it was fortified by some 
valuable precedent. 

During the forty years he has given to the service 
of the City of Boston he has seen a great many 
changes in this city. It has become, he might say, a 
new city. Its hills have been tumbled into the sea; 
its bays and hollows have been filled up. Why, this 
very place where we are gathered to-night was, even 
in my childhood, a spot where water flowed save 
when driven back by the tide. It is an experience 
given to very few men to witness so many changes 
as have taken place since he has been Clerk of the 
Common Council. 

During the two years I have been in the Legisla- 
ture it has been my part to speak for the Common 
Council of Boston, and especially to defend it against 
unwarranted attacks. I wish that those who took 
part in the criticisms of the Common Council of 
Boston could look with me upon the gentlemen who 
are gathered here to-night. I think they would 
agree with me in a short time that no city in the 
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world has been blessed with a better government 
than Boston has had. 

Mr. Gregg took part in the celebration of the two 
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the founding of 
our city ; he also took part in the celebration of 
the two hundredth anniversary. In all probability 
he will not take part in the celebration of the three 
hundredth anniversary ; but we do hope he will 
be spared to the city, and that many summers will 
come and go before we shall miss the light of his 
countenance. 

President Pratt. — Mr. Whitmore, of Ward 
12, desires to know whether there is a quorum 
present or not, and we will ascertain that fact by this 
request. I will ask him to give us a few words ; for 
if any one present can call in the members from the 
anterooms he can. (Applause.) 

Ex-President William H. Whitmore said : — 

Mr. President, — I am glad to find that my pre- 
decessors who have spoken have failed to notice one 
remarkable point wherein the Presidents of the Com- 
mon Council resemble our distinguished guest. Mr. 
Gregg, as Clerk of the Common Council, takes no 
part in its deliberations, and it is a well-known fact 
that the President of the Common Council, like the 
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Speaker of the House, is never allowed to join in 
debate or come upon the floor. To the best of my 
recollection, in my five years of service, there has 
never been an instance of a President, except in a 
somnambulistic state, descending from the chair to 
take part in debate. 

When I look around upon my predecessors, and 
notice the steady and mournful depreciation which 
has taken place in the occupants of the chair, I have 
some consolation in the fact that there are three 
of my successors, and that they are, of necessity, so 
much nearer the small end of the horn. 

Governor Kice said that coming here seemed like 
the resurrection; and certainly when we heard the 
statistics Mr. Gregg has given us, some of us felt 
that the recording angel had been sitting in judg- 
ment for forty years, noting all the expenditures 
which the Common Council had voted. I think one 
of the best services our friend has rendered is that he 
has brought to our presence this evening so many of 
our associates of past years. It is a delight to me to 
see in the flesh persons whom I knew only by the 
records of antiquity, — the members of thirty, forty, 
and fifty years ago, who were myths to the Coimcil- 
men of to-day, — and I am glad for once to have been 
able to lay my eyes upon them. 

The statement has been made in the papers, and I 
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presume you have all read it, that they have discov- 
ered in France a means by which electricity sufficient 
for all purposes can be stored in bulk, to be given 
out as needed. We have discovered in Mr. Gregg 
such an intellectual machine. For forty years he has 
been accumulating facts, and when the electric touch 
has been applied to him he has given forth the great- 
est possible illumination for our gratification and 
instruction to-night. 

President Pratt. — Gentlemen, we are meeting 
with success among the younger men on the list as 
we go backward. The next preceding administra- 
tion was that of Mr. J. Q. A. Brackett. (Applause.) 

Ex-President Brackett said : — 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Common 
Council^ — Although, during the period that I had 
the honor to be a member of the Common Council, I 
sometimes had the temerity to address my fellow- 
members, I must confess that in standing in this 
presence, in response to your kind invitation, it is 
with somewhat of a feeling of trepidation. As 
Ifapoleon told his soldiers in Egypt that forty 
centuries were looking down upon them from the 
tops of the Pyramids, so I feel that forty Common 
Councils are looking upon me from the tops of these 
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tables; and you must understand that it requires 
forty times as much fortitude to speak to forty 
Common Councils as it requires to speak to one. 

I have looked forward with great pleasure to this 
occasion, and it certainly has been equal to the antici- 
pation. I looked forward to it because being glad to 
unite with* others in paying this deserved tribute to 
Mr. Gregg; and, in addition to this, because having 
a personal interest in the occasion, for the reason that 
this night closes my fortieth year of terrestrial exist- 
ence, it having been my fortune to be born upon the 
eighth of June, 1842. So you see that to me this is a 
fortieth anniversary in a double sense. I mentioned 
this coincidence to a friend, and he had the presump- 
tion to suggest that the difference between Mr. 
Gregg and myself was that, while he had been 
serving the public for forty years, I had been 
burdening it for the same period. 

This is a remarkable gathering, as has been said 
by another, by reason of its representative character. 

As I have looked about upon this vast assemblage 
of present and former members of the city govern- 
ment and seen so many who have taken, and are 
taking, a leading part in nearly all the departments of . 
our city life, the thought has occurred to me that if 
this building should suddenly be blown up by dyna- 
mite, or some other similar agency, and all those here 
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assembled be transferred to another sphere of exist- 
ence, the City of Boston might find it a difficult thing 
to get along for some time to come. This occasion 
is memorable also as an evidence of the ability and 
fidelity with which our guest has discharged the trust 
committed to him, and of the appreciation of these 
merits by his fellow-citizens. It is no ordinary thing 
for a public man to hold the same position uninter- 
ruptedly for forty years. The man who succeeds in 
doing it is no ordinaiy man. His success in accom- 
plishing it, and in accomplishing it as our friend 
has done, entirely to the satisfaction of the people, 
is worthy of public commemoration. The fact that 
he has served the city for this long period is a 
proof of the application by our citizens of correct 
civil-service principles to their municipal govern- 
ment. The remark of Governor Kice, in this con- 
nection, that the city never had a City Clerk whose 
» 

name was not Samuel F. McCleary, reminded me 
of an expression made by him some years ago in 
a letter concerning the then proposed new city 
charter, — : an expression of the same tenor, but with 
an addition. It was that "the City of Boston never 
•had a City Clerk whose name was not Samuel F. 
McCleary, the synonym of probity and honor." Al- 
though we cannot exactly say that the Common 
Council never had a Clerk whose name was not 
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Washington P. Gregg, we can truly make the 
addition that the name of "Washington P. Gregg, 
like the name of Samuel F. McCleary, is the synonyme 
of probity and honor. 

We can say, in the words of another, that if the 
Common Council never had a Clerk whose name was 
not Washington P. Gregg, it hardly ever had one 
who did not bear that name. The first Clerk of 
the Council bore the appropriate name of Clark, — 
Mr. Thomas Clark, — who served eleven years. His 
successor, Richard G. Waitt, served ten years, until 
the city attained its twenty-first year ; and then, 
having reached its majority, it showed the good 
judgment which comes with maturity, by electing Mr. 
Gregg, and it has displayed the same good judg- 
ment by continuing him in oflSce ever since. 

He has kept his place, not by practising the arts 
of the politician, not by the dispensation of political 
patronage and favors, not by the exercise of partisan 
influence, not by attempting to secure the election of 
men who would be favorable to his interests, but 
simply by doing the work entrusted to him faithfully, 
efficiently, and modestly. In addition to this, he has 
always treated his fellow-citizens with an unfailing 
courtesy. He has never shown, in his dealings with 
others, any of the false pride and arrogance with 
which an office ofttimes afffects its occupant. If he 
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were a younger man there might be danger of his 
being inflated with an unseemly pride by the good 
words of commendation spoken to-night. But they 
will have no such effect upon him. He has heard 
so many similar words spoken during his long 
teim of service that he has become used to it; 
and if you meet him to-morrow you will receive 
the same courteous treatment, and observe the same 
characteristics, which make him, in a more marked 
degree than any other man I know, a represent- 
ative of that honorable class of men known as 
" gentlemen of the old school." 

It was my f6rtune to be President of the Common 
Council during the centennial year, and the re- 
membrance of that experience gives me a strong 
attachment for centennials. But we cannot have 
centennials every year. The next best thing is a 
semi-centennial, and I hope that in ten years from 
now we shall have the privilege of celebrating the 
semi-centennial anniversary of the election of our 
friend to the office of Clerk of the Comnjon Council. 



President Pratt then read the following : — 

Jamaica Plain, May 9, 1882. 
Mr. Alvah H. Peters : — 

Dear Sir, — Your invitation to dine with past and present 

members of the Common Council, on the 7th of June, has been 

received. 
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I was a member of the Common Council in 1822, — the first year 
of the City Government, and an Alderman in 1830. I was bom 
December 28th, 1790, and my health does not admit of my accept- 
ing your invitation. 

With many thanks to the gentlemen who have so kindly invited 

me. 

Respectfully and truly your friend, 

MOSES WILLIAMS. 

Commonwealth op Massachusetts, 
Council Chamber, Boston, June 7, 1882. 
AxvAH H. Peters, Esq. : — 

Dear Mr. Peters, — I am, indeed, extremely sorry to announce to 
you that it will be impossible for me to be present this evening, to take 
part in the dinner to be given to our worthy friend, Washington P. 
Gregg, Esq. When I purchased my ticket of you yesterday, I did 
not anticipate any disappointment would arise to refrain me from 
attending. 

Therefore I shall ask you to excuse me for my absence on this grand 
and special occasion ; and would be most happy to be there to partici- 
pate with you and our fi-iends in expressing our gratitude to our 
worthy guest for the long and valuable services he has rendered our 
>beloved city. Few men have rendered more important or honorable 
service in her behalf; and I am confident you will all unite with me 
in saying that no one has discharged the various* duties thereof with 
more courtesy, fidelity, and ability. 

Long may he live to enjoy the confidence and esteem to which he is 
so justly entitled, and to occupy the same position, if he lives for years 
to come. Again, I regret very much not to be with you to-night to 
participate in the privileges and pleasures of this occasion, — there to 
meet so many old friends, with some of whom I have been acquainted 
for many years, — there to exchange congratulations on the continuance 
of our lives. 

Remaining yours, very respectftiUy, 

M. J. FLATLET. 
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President Pratt. — It was my intention to call 
upon the last remaining ex-President of the Coun- 
cil to give us the closing sentiment (ex-President 
Harris) ; but I shall now call upon our friend who 
barely escaped being President, from whom, by an 
accident, perhaps, that honor was deferred. I call 
upon Mr. Koger Wolcott to end this impromptu 
speaking. 

Mr. Wolcott said : — 

Mr. President, — I cannot make an after-dinner 
speech. In my own family, which consists very 
largely of three small boys, whenever one of them is 
stricken with infantile ailments, which are the terror 
of every family, he is given what is called Pratt's 
Toast. It is well buttered, very soft, and is given 
in sudden sickness. Now what distemper the Presi- 
dent sees in me to justify this treatment to-night, I 
cannot tell. I can only infer that it may be because 
he and I were once upon opposite sides of a certain 
question. I am sorry to see the President has 
cherished this malice. 

It has been my good fortune to be a member of 
the lower house of the Legislature of Massachusetts. 
We have found there a certain willingness to have a 
whack at the Boston clique. It has been thrown at 
our heads that members of the Common Council 
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often eat dinners, at the expense of the city, costing 
sixteen dollars a phite, and we are told they have a 
new hat thrown in. To the best of my recollection, 
I never got a sixteen-dollar dipner ner a hat. I 
hope our experience this evening will show that we 
can get a good dinner for three dollars a plate. 

Certain members of the Legislature, have looked 
upon the City of Boston as a sort of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. My service in the city government has 
led me to believe, and to express the belief, that 
for a city of its size Boston has been and is well 
and honorably governed. I believe that a majority 
of the members sent to the City Council go there 
in the spirit of honest intention to serve the city to 
the best of their ability. In the years I was there 
we used sometimes to say that the Common Council 
might be called the firm of Wliitmore, Shepard, 
McGaragle, & Coe. The Coe has gone, biit two 
of the others have been sitting together to-night in 
a bacchanalian familiarity which is very pleasant. 
While there may be sharp differences of opinion in 
the Common Council, I am sure we all look back 
upon our service in that body with feelings of great 
satisfaction. We form many jacquaintances and 
make many valuable friends. Among the most 
valued of the associations which I owe to my con- 
nection with the city government, I shall ever cherish 
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e memory of the constant and kindly attentions of 

e gentleman who sits, sir, at your right this 

^^vening. As one of the recent members of the 

ommon Council, I wish to say, speaking for 

yself and all those with me then, that we heartily 

<3oncur in every word that has been said in the 

form of cordial respect and affectionate sympathy and 

regard for the giiest of the evening. (Applause.) 

President Pratt. — Gentlemen, my duty is ended. 
I have endeavored to strike the best sparks of ex- 
pression I could from those who were present, in an 
an unwarned and informal way. I have passed over 
many whom I would like to have called up, and 
whom you would like to have heard. But the late- 
ness of the hour prevents my repairing errors, if any 
have been made. In conclusion, when we disperse 
to-night we shall have to bid our honored guest and 
friend on my right not a farewell, but a good-by, — 
in the phrase of the day, we will see him later. We 
hope we shall see him on Thursday nights in the 
Common Council chamber for many years to come, 
•and that we may have the honor and pleasure of 
extending to him a similar banquet on the fiftieth 
anniversary of his entrance upon the duties of his 
office. (Applause.) 
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The Boston daily papers — Advertiser^ Globe ^ Herald^ Jour- 
nal^ Post^ Star^ Transcript^ and Traveller — of June 8th contain 
generally full reports and notices of the Banquet. 

The following extracts are condensed from several columns, 
principa% from the Boston Herald: — 

Forty Years Clerk of the Boston Common Council, — Compli- 
mentary Banquet at Hotel Vendome. — Bare Gathering of 

Past and Present Councilmen, 

• 

The banquet complimentary to Mr. Washington P. Gregg, 
for forty years Clerk of the Boston Common Council, came off 
at the Hotel Vendome last evening.* Following a meeting of 
the Common Council of this year, a couple of months or so ago, 
the members of that body held a meeting in one of the anterooms 
of the Council Chamber at City Hall, and decided to tender to 
Mr. Gregg, who, with the beginning of the current year, had 
entered upon his fortieth term of continuous service as Clerk, a 
dinner, at which should be present, so far as their attendance 
could be secured, all the surviving members of the Common 
Councils of the city since 1822, the year of Boston's incor- 
poration. In accordance with a plan then and there agreed 
upon, notices were sent out, inviting all past and present mem- 
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bers to signify whether or not they could attend the proposed 
dinner. Numerous favorable responses were received to the 
invitations, and the committee, finding the success of the affair 
assured, announced that the banquet would take place at the 
Hotel Vendome on the evening of June 7th (yesterday). The 
hour set for those intending to participate to assemble was six 
o'clock. Accordingly, shortly before that hour last evening, 
the parlors and corridors of the big hotel on Commonwealth 
avenue began to fill with people come to do honor to Mr. 
Gregg, and to commune and commingle once again with old 
associates and acquaintances. Soon nearly, if not quite, three 
hundred persons were present. The buzz of conversation and 
mutual congratulations filled the halls of the hostelry, and the 
veteran Clerk, whom so many people delight to call their friend, 
was the constant centre of dense groups of people, eager to 
clasp his hand and testify their esteem and good wishes for 
his welfare. In the throng were many well-known Bostonians, 
prominent in political, social, and business life, rarely; indeed, 
any building in Boston having held at one time so many repre- 
sentative citizens. There were men of all walks and conditions 
of life, from the genial ex-Governor Rice, the recipient of many 
political honors, to the fledgling in politics, serving his first 
year in the lower branch of the city government; from the 
Mayor of our city to past, present, and future aspirants for the 
oflSce he holds ; from the representatives of Beacon Hill to 
those of less fashionable sections of the city ; from the solid * 
business man, long retired from political life, to him whose 
talent has yet his fortune to make ; from the white-haired 
veteran to him who still stands upon the threshold of life ; and 
there were many other contrasts besides. All those persons 
who were assembled together, however, seemed to vie in doing 
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honor to the quiet, modest man who stood in their midst. At 
seven o'clock the doors of the large dining-room in the hotel were 
thrown open, and the company took seats at the tables. The 
latter had been arranged, four extending lengthwise down the 
hall, and one across the head of the room. In the alcove back 
of the latter were placed two small tables, at one of which sat 
the reporters of the daily press, and in the alcoves at the sides 
of the room were other tables. Every seat was taken. At the 
centre of the table across the head of the hall, sat President 
Pratt, of the Common Council of 1882, who presided, and, on 
his right, the guest of the evening. At the left of the President 
sat Mayor Green. Seated at the same tal)le were past Presidents 
of the Common Council. At the other tables sat the past and 
present members of the Council, and the City Messenger and 
his assistants. The tables had been decorated with flowers for 
the occasion, and presented altogether a handsome appearance. 
The flowers had been contril)uted by City Forester Doogue, who 
was also present at the dinner. 

At the conclusion of the gustatorj^ exercises President Pratt 
called the company to order. He modestly introduced the guest 
of the evening, highly eulogizing the latter, and referring to 
the prompt and hearty cordiality which had greeted the proposi- 
tion to tender him a testimonial of the esteem and high regard 
in which he is held. Said the President, in conclusion: "Our 
dear young friend still ! We love him, we honor him, and we 
take this method of letting him know it." 

As the Clerk rose from his seat he was the recipient of a 
perfect storm of applause, cheer after cheer ringing through 
the room. He was very eloquent in his remarks, and was given 
three cheers at their conclusion. Others made appropriate 
remarks, and the enjoyable exercises were brought to a close, 
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Mr. (iiiE(4G carrying with him to his home the heartiest assiir- 
nnees of the good- will of all who had participated therein. It 
was close upon midnight when the company dispersed. 

The list of those present included, as may well be understood, 
many men who have been foremost in public affairs in this city, 
and the character of the gathering would have done great honor 
to any man to whose worth it could have been intended as a 
tribute. 
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